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DR.  S.  A.  S.  METHENY  TRANSLATED. 

By  J.  C.  McFeeters,  D.  D. 


Dr.  S.  A.  S.  Metheny  finished  his 
work  in  the  Lord  at  the  age  of  51 
years;  a long  life  for  an  active  man. 
Jesus  finished  his  mission  on  earth 
while  yet  young,  putting  more  action 
and  value  into  33  years  and  six 
months  than  Methuselah  put  into  969 
years.  Action,  not  time,  measures 
life. 

Dr.  Metheny  inherited  a splendid 
physique,  and  a spirit  that  mastered 
it,  working  every  shred  of  flesh  and 
nerve  to  the  limit.  He  was  so  con- 
stituted that  he  accepted  all  he  thought 
his  duty  in  the  Lord,  and  aimed  at 
perfection  in  its  performance.  He 
chafed  at  restraints  and  shortcom- 
ings. Beneath  the  arc  lights  he  often 
toiled  while  others  slept. 

The  Foreign  Mission  work  was  the 
burden  of  his  soul.  He  was  born  in 
the  heart  of  the  foreign  field,  and  car- 
ried the  foreign  field  in  his  heart  to 
the  last  minute,  and,  of  course,  up 
into  heaven  before  the  throne  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  whom  he  served. 

Dr.  Metheny  labored  as  a medical 
missionary  until  failing  health  con- 
strained him  to  return  home.  But  he 
had  been  there  long  enough  to  have 
the  work,  the  people,  the  cry  of  dis- 
tress, the  desperate  need,  the  long- 
ing for  sympathy  and  help,  absorbed 
into  his  strong  personality  and  cir- 
culating in  his  veins!  He  never  ceased 
to  be  a missionary  in  spirit. 

The  Lord  Jesus,  in  bringing  Dr. 
Metheny  back,  gave  him  a wide  field. 
The  whole  church  became  his  field  on 
behalf  of  the  foreign  mission,  and  in 
many  other  spheres.  Much  of  the  un- 
precedented advance  of  these  missions 


in  later  years  must  be  credited  to  his 
clear  and  comprehensive  vision  of 
the  church’s  work,  and  his  holy  and 
healthy  enthusiasm  in  it.  The  interest 
that  stirs  the  Covenanter  Church  to- 
day, her  passion  for  missions  and 
eagerness  in  their  support,  are  in  no 
small  measure  due  to  his  magnetic 
presence,  voice  and  pen. 

Dr.  Metheny  was  almost  immedi- 
ately on  his  return  appointed  to  serve 
on  the  Board,  and  as  a logical  se- 
quence was  chosen  its  treasurer.  In 
this  service  he  became  intensely  ab- 
sorbed. The  minutia  of  the  business 
brought  him  into  personal  touch  with 
all  the  missionaries,  with  every  con- 
gregation, and  with  an  indeterminable 
number  of  people.  He  threw  his  life 
into  it;  sacrificed  his  medical  prac- 
tice to  it.  The  success  of  the  mis- 
sions became  the  objective  in  all  his 
movements.  Nothing  could  divert 
mind  or  heart  from  what  he  accepted 
as  his  supreme  task. 

At  length  changes  occurred,  and 
the  office  was  transferred  to  Mr. 
Joseph  M.  Steele,  a most  capable  and 
faithful  successor. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  the 
honored  president  of  the  Board. 

Dr.  Metheny  was  locally  related  to 
the  Second  Church  of  Philadelphia, 
where  he  served  his  Lord  Jesus  as 
elder,  precentor  and  clerk  of  session. 
He  was  greatly  esteemed  for  his  many 
fine  qualities.  The  people  loved  him 
dearly.  He  was  always  ready,  faith- 
ful and  efficient  at  the  call  of  duty. 
We  relate  one  incident  to  show  the 
effect  of  his  counsel,  and  his  earnest- 
ness with  others : Being  appointed  on 
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the  every-member  canvass,  he  entered 
a home,  where  neither  tithing  nor  can- 
vassing found  approval  by  the  head 
of  the  house.  Dr.  Metheny  talked  and 
prayed;  the  visit  seemed  a failure. 
“Are  you  satisfied  with  your  visit?” 
he  was  asked.  “I  am  satisfied,”  he 
replied,  “I  have  done  my  duty,  and 
now  it  is  up  to  you  in  the  Lord.”  A 
little  later  he  received  an  invitation 
to  that  home,  and  a cordial  welcome, 
with  a $1000  check  for  the  foreign 
mission. 

Dr.  Metheny  departed  from  among 
us  with  surprising  suddenness.  Al- 
though sick  for  several  months,  he 
seemed  to  be  on  the  way  to  recovery. 
His  mental  and  spiritual  forces  were 
alert  and  strong  to  the  last  minute. 
In  a moment,  in  the  twinkling  of  an 
eye,  he  ceased  talking,  and  “he  was 
not,  for  the  Lord  took  him.”  He  de- 
parted without  any  apparent  intima- 
tion. Jesus  had  said  unto  him,  “If  a 
man  keep  my  sayings,  he  shall  never 
see  death.”  He  went  without  seeing 
death.  His  departure  was  a glorious 
translation.  We  look  up  and  see  him 
yonder.  May  his  mantle  rest  on  other 
shoulders,  and  a double  portion  of  his 

spirit  enter  other  lives. 

* * * * 

“I  HAD  A FRIEND.” 


By  Findley  M.  Wilson. 

Dear  Editor  of  Olive  Trees  : 

Please  allow  me  to  say  that  in  the 
passing  of  Dr.  Metheny  I have  expe- 
rienced a personal  bereavement.  How 
saddened  I am  by  this  strange  provi- 
dence and  how  much  I loved  Dr. 
Metheny  it  would  be  impossible  for 
me  to  say.  From  the  time  of  our 
coming  to  Philadelphia  nine  years 
ago,  this  man,  great  in  so  many  ways, 
has  been  a true  and  loving  friend.  We 
who  were  associated  with  him  in  the 
public  work  of  the  Church  had  an  ex- 
perience, strangely  in  common,  that 
he  bound  us  to  him  with  an  affection 
growing  ever  deeper  and  stronger,  as 
the  years  passed.  He  had  the  soul  of 
kindness  in  him,  and  his  motives  were 


the  purest.  His  brethren  he  loved  un- 
feignedly;  and,  knowing  him  in  the 
intimate  associations  of  the  Lord’s 
work,  one  could  not  ascribe  to  him  the 
slightest  insincerity.  He  was  an 
Israelite,  indeed,  in  whom  there  was 
no  guile.  Some  of  the  most  precious 
memories  of  these  years  run  back  to 
the  times  we  spent  together  on  the 
railroad,  riding  to  and  from  New 
York'  on  Board  of  Foreign  Mission 
days.  He  was  heart  and  soul  de- 
voted to  this  great  cause.  More  than 
once  he  has  said  to  me : “I  would  not 
want  to  live  longer,  if  the  day  should 
come  when  the  Foreign  Missions  of 
the  Church  must  retrench.”  I wonder 
if  we  shall  see  his  like  again.  On  the 
entire  Church,  and  on  all  her  missions 
— Jewish,  Home  and  Foreign — he  has 
left  his  lasting  impress.  Personally, 
I had  become  so  accustomed  to  consult 
with  him  on  all  important  matters  of 
the  Lord’s  work  that  I cannot  refrain 
from  asking : How  shall  we  get  along 
without  him?  As  we  are  )now  so 
sorely  bereft  of  his  counsel  and  com- 
panionship, by  so  much  must  we  the 
more  fully  rely  on  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  his  Master  and  ours.  I feel 
stunned  and  staggered  by  the  thought 
that  he  is  gone,  and  that  we  shall  see 
him  with  us  no  more.  It  seems  that 
to  me  the  Boards  of  Jewish  and  For- 
eign Missions  can  never  again  be  the 
same.  “Help,  Lord,  for  the  godly 
man  ceaseth;  for  the  faithful  fail 

from  among  the  children  of  men.” 

* * * * 

SAMUEL  ALEXANDER  STER- 
RETT  METHENY. 

(Minute  for  Record  of  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board.) 

A choice  spirit  has  left  us.  On 
March  26,  1921,  Dr.  S.  A.  S.  Metheny, 
President  of  the  Board,  died.  We  are 
deeply  moved.  In  our  sorrow,  we 
turn  to  the  comforting  promises  of 
God  for  strength  and  consolation. 

Dr.  Metheny  was  well-born.  His 
father,  Dr.  David  Metheny,  was  a man 
among  men,  a devoted  Christian  mis- 
sionary, both  minister  and  physician, 
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His  mother,  Mrs.  Gregg  Metheny,  was 
a loving,  consecrated  mother  in  Israel. 
From  such  parents  we  would  look  for 
what  we  have  seen — a noble  son.  He 
was  born  in  Turkey,  August  20,  1869. 
His  mother  died  while  he  was  very 
young;  but  he  was  not  less  tenderly 
and  lovingly  reared  by  his  stepmother, 
Mrs.  Mary  Dodds  Metheny.  As  his 
parents  were  on  the  field  he.  made  his 
his  home  with  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Sterrett, 
Pittsburgh,  where  he  was  received  as 
a son,  surrounded  by  gracious  influ- 
ences, and  was  led  into  the  precious 
religious  experiences.  Completing  his 
early  education  he  chose  medicine  as 
his  profession,  probably  with  the  ex- 
pectation pf  following  his  father  to 
the  mission  field.  He  graduated  from 
Geneva  in  1890;  received  B.  A.  V., 
Michigan  University,  1891 ; and  M.  D., 
Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadel- 
phia, 1894:.  He  was  also  an  honored 
member  of  a number  of  medical  socie- 
ties. After  practicing  a short  time 
in  Germantown,  Pa.,  he  was  appointed 
Missionary  Physician  to  the  Tarsus 
Field,  1896.  He  had  married  Miss 
Margaret  Slater,  Canonsburgh,  Pa., 
1892. 

In  his  missionary  work  he  was  en- 
thusiastically assisted  by  his  conse- 
crated companion.  However,  his  work 
was  not  to  continue  long.  In  1900  his 
broken  health  required  him  to  retire 
from  the  mission  field,  possibly  inocu- 
lated with  the  disease  which  finally 
took  his  life.  But  though  at  home,  he 
could  not  remain  inactive  in  the  great 
cause  of  missions.  Synod  called  him 
to  service  by  making  him  a member 
of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board.  In  this 
he  put  forth  his  great  strength.  He 
glowed  with  zeal,  calling,  urging, 
stimulating  to  more  intensive  service 
in  this  great  cause  of  the  Redeemer. 
We  can  believe  that  the  Lord  enlarged 
his  sphere  of  influence  when  He  sent, 
him  home  from  Mersine.  He  wrote; 
he  appealed;  he  moved  the  Board  to 
prayer  for  a greater  outpouring  of 
the  Spirit  upon  the  Church  at  home, 
and  on  the  work  on  the  field.  He  was 


anxious  for  more  reinforcements.  He 
longed  to  throw  out  the  lines  in  ever- 
wideneing  reach  into  regions  beyond. 
He  strained  at  the  leash  to  do  a little 
more.  He  never  faltered  in  his  faith 
in  the  gospel  and  in  the  promises  of 
God.  At  a meeting  of  the  Board 
when  matters  of  great  importance 
were  under  consideration,  he  used 
words  like  these — “I  would  not  care 
to  live  were  it  not  for  missions.”  His 
was  a great  heart,  filled  with  love. 
How  we  miss  him!  his  kindly  face! 
his  gentle,  his  wonderfully  sweet 
voice!  We  look  at  his  vacant  chair, 
and  turn  our  faces  to  seek  comfort  for 
our  aching  hearts! 

Dr.  Metheny  was  elected  Tempo- 
rary Treasurer  of  the  Board  June, 
1910,  and  Synod  at  its  next  meeting 
elected  him  Treasurer.  His  duties 
were  laborious,  but  he  stood  manfully 
at  this  post,  with  all  the  large  corre- 
spondence which  the  Treasurership 
entailed,  until  his  health,  seriously  im- 
paired again,  required  him  to  lay  down 
the  burdens.  Regaining  his  strength 
in  measure,  he  was  elected  President 
of  the  Board  June  18,  1918.  He  dis- 
charged the  duties  with  great  accept- 
ance and  efficiency  until  his  name  was 
reached  in  the  “Roll  Call”  for  glory. 
Soon  after  returning  from  the  field, 
Dr.  Metheny  was  chosen  elder  in  the 
Second  Church,  Philadelphia,  and 
faithfully  discharged  the  duties  of  the 
office.  As  a leader  in  singing  he  had 
few  equals.  While  girded  with  the 
armor  of  God ; while  wielding  the 
“Sword  of  the  Spirit;”  while  pointing 
out  the  citadels  of  darkness  to  be 
taken  for  Christ;  while  cheering  on 
his  fellow-soldiers  to  do  valiantly  for 
the  Redeemer  and  the  salvation  of 
men;  the  Lord  said:  “It  is  enough! 

Come  up  higher!”  and  his  disembodied 
spirit  soared  away  to  the  paradise  of 
God! 

As  a man,  a gentleman,  a Chris- 
tian, Dr.  Metheny  had  few  equals.  He 
was  hearty,  whole-souled,  affable;  a 
friend — not  sometimes,  but  always. 
He  was  a reservoir  of  kindness.  His 
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was  a splendid  Christian  character. 
During  the  last  years,  especially  the 
last  year,  he  fairly  mounted  up  with 
wings.  His  uniform  sweetness  of  dis- 
position ; the  mantle  of  love  he  would 
cast  over  shortcomings  in  others;  his 
close  communion  with  his  Lord ; his 
earnest  longing  for  the  advancement 
of  the  kingdom,  cause  us  noiv  to  see 
that  the  end  was  drawing  near.  He 
tarried  for  a little  in  patient  affliction ; 
then  spread  the  wings  of  a higher 
life. 

As  his  dear  ones,  and  his  comrades 
girt  with  spiritual  armor,  gathered 
round,  he  was  buried  with  the  honors 
of  war  for  the  Kingdom  which  is  to 
come. 

To  the  bereaved  and  stricken  widow 
and  children  and  to  his  mother  and 
brothers  and  sisters,  we  as  a Board 
extend  our  sincere  sympathy,  assur- 
ing them  that  our  sorrow  is  but  less 
than  their’s. 

F.  M.  Foster, 

Walter  McCarroll, 

R.  J.  Bole,  Committee. 

* * * * 

MEMORIAL 

(Adopted  by  the  Session  of  the 
Second  Church  of  the  Covenanters, 
Philadelphia.) 

Dr.  S.  A.  S.  Metheny  was  born  in 
Turkey,  August  20,  1869,  and  died  in 
Philadelphia  March  26,  1921.  Fifty- 
one  years,  seven  months  and  six  days 
the  Lord  gave  him  to  live  and  serve 
on  earth. 

Dr.  Metheny  came  into  the  world  in 
the  heart  of  the  foreign  mission  field, 
and  departed  with  the  mission  in  his 
heart.  He  inherited  the  splendid  en- 
thusiasm for  the  work  which  char- 
acterized his  memorable  parents. 
Returning  to  the  home  land  for  his 
education  he  prepared  himself  for 
service  in  the  land  of  his  birth,  and 
received  an  appointment  as  a medical 
missionary  to  the  Mission  at  Mersine. 

He  had  married  Miss  Margaret 
Slater,  of  Cannonsburg,  Pa.  They 
responded  to  the  call  with  the  enthu- 
siasm of  youthfulness,  and  were  soon 
on  the  field  and  at  work. 


After  four  years  of  devoted  labor 
the  health  of  Dr.  Metheny  failed,  and 
recovery  being  despaired  of  in  that 
climate,  they  returned,  and  settled 
in  Philadelphia,  where  they  became 
members  of  the  Second  Church  of  the 
Covenanters  of  that  city.  He  was 
elected  to  the  eldership  of  this  con- 
gregation May  5,  1902,  and  installed 
on  the  26th  of  the  same  month. 

The  noble  life  Dr.  Metheny  lived 
among  us,  the  service  he  rendered  to 
this  church,  the  beneficent  power  he 
exerted  in  many  large  circles,  the 
readiness  and  resources  of  his  heart 
and  hand  in  all  good  work,  will  never 
be  told  by  pen  or  tongue.  Nor  would 
we  if  we  could.  His  soul  had  pleasure 
in  real  worth,  but  showed  no  fondness 
for  fame. 

His  memorial  is  written  on  the 
hearts  of  an  appreciative  people,  a 
great  multitude,  both  in  the  church 
and  outside.  They  cannot  forget  his 
generous  spirit,  his  wise  counsel,  his 
tender  sympathy,  his  love  for  children 
and  kindliness  to  all,  his  cheerfulness 
and  hopefulness,  always  seeing  light 
beyond  the  dark,  the  music  of  his 
voice  and  light  of  his  face  as  he  led 
the  congregation  in  the  praise  of  the 
Lord.  The  abundant  grace  which 
Jesus  Christ  bestowed  upon  him  has 
had  its  overflow,  and  many  have  been 
made  better  and  happier  thereby. 

He  is  gone;  yet  scarcely  gone.  The 
inspiration  of  his  life  has  found  lodg- 
ment in  a multitude  of  lives.  His 
noblest  self,  as  he  dwelt  in  God,  and 
wrought  in  Jesus,  will  reappear  in 
many  long  after  this. 

This  Session,  realizing  the  with- 
drawal of  his  presence  and  the  ceasing 
of  his  activities  among  us,  ask  the 
Lord  to  give  each  of  us  a double  por- 
tion of  his  spirit.  We  commend  Mrs. 
Metheny  to  the  love  of  God  the  Father, 
and  likewise  the  children,  David  and 
Margery,  that  they  all  may  live  in  the 
comfort  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

By  the  Session, 

J.  C.  McFeeters, 

J.  R.  Dill, 

Committee. 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  FIELD 

AND  NOTES  OF  THE  WORKERS 

Edited  by  Mrs.  Findley  M.  Wilson,  2410  N.  M arshall  Street 
Philadelphia,  Penna. 


Additional  news  of  the  young 
woman  teacher  of  our  Lo  Ting  School 
who  was  captured  by  robbers  while 
traveling  from  Lo  Ting  to  Tak  Hing 
will  be  eagerly  read.  Rev.  Julius 
Kempf  sends  the  following  account  of 
her  experiences.  We  unite  with  our 
friends  in  China  in  thanksgiving  to 
God  for  her  release  and  for  her  faith- 
fulness. The  young  woman  is  now  in 
Canton  Hospital  under  the  care  of  Dr. 
J.  M.  Wright. 

“On  January  28  a Chinese  girl,  em- 
ployed as  a teacher  in  our  Lo  Ting 
Girls’  School,  was  kidnapped  by  rob- 
bers while  on  her  way  from  Lo  Ting 
to  Tak  Hing.  A ransom  of  $500  was 
demanded.  We  refused  to  pay  any 
ransom  money  but  did  all  in  our  power 
to  move  the  Government  authorities 
to  make  an  effort  to  rescue  the  girl. 
Special  prayer  was  made  by  the 
church  and  the  missionary  body  for 
her  release.  The  magistrates  of  four 
districts  were  ordered  by  the  Canton 
government  to  co-operate  in  an  effort 
to  find  her. 

“The  girl  was  greatly  and  foully 
abused  by  the  robbers.  They  dragged 
her  to  five  different  hiding  places. 
Compelled  her  to  walk  long  distances 
in  the  rain  and  cold  and  over  rough 
country  roads.  The  transfer  from  one 
place  to  another  was  always  made  at 
night. 

“But  in  the  midst  of  all  her  great 
physical  sufferings  and  hardships  she 
bore  faithful  testimony  for  her  Lord 
and  Saviour  and  held  fast  to  her  faith 
in  the  power  of  God  to  deliver  her  out 
of  all  her  tribulations.  Though  rob- 
bers stood  about  mocking  and  laugh- 
ing she  poured  out  her  heart  in  prayer 
to  God.  Though  they  sneered  and 
ridiculed  she  read  aloud  from  her 
Bible.  When  they  saw  that  she  could 
read  they  asked  her  often  to  read  to 


them  out  of  the  Book,  and  every  time 
they  made  the  request  she  read 
Romans  1 : 16,  17  and  28-32. 

“One  night  while  they  were  guard- 
ing her  in  a deserted  house  the  robbers 
told  her  that  they  did  not  understand 
why  it  was  they  had  not  already  killed 
her.  They  were  sure  they  were  not 
going  to  get  a single  cent  of  ransom 
money,  and  nobody  would  buy  her  be- 
cause she  was  a Christian.  They  never 
yet  had  let  a woman  get  out  of  their 
hands  alive  unless  she  was  ransomed 
or  sold  for  immoral  purposes.  But 
they  had  already  kept  her  for  nearly 
twenty  days  and  they  were  having  a 
lot  of  trouble  looking  after  her.  Worst 
of  all  the  soldiers  were  on  their  tracks 
and  were  coming  closer  every  day. 
They  could  not  understand  why  she 
had  so  much  influence  over  them.  If 
they  had  known  she  had  such  power 
they  certainly  would  not  have  taken 
her. 

“Just  then  some  shots  were  heard 
in  the  distance.  The  robbers  jumped 
up,  told  her  not  to  follow  them,  and 
then  went  out  and  disappeared.  Pres- 
ently some  soldiers  found  her  and 
took  her  to  one  of  our  out-stations, 
where  a native  preacher  took  charge 
of  her. 

“The  girl  came  back  to  us  with  a 
wreck  of  a body  but  with  unshaken 

faith  in  her  God  and  Saviour.” 

* * * * 

SYRIA.  - 

Latakia,  Syria.  Two  good  letters 
from  Latakia.  Dr.  J.  M.  Balph,  the 
beloved  physician  of  that  station, 
writes  on  February  21,  and  Rev. 
Samuel  Edgar’s  account  of  the  ordi- 
nation of  two  elders  and  two  deacons 
was  dated  March  3. 

Dr.  Balph  in  his  letter  says : 

“We  have  frequently  been  request- 
ed, during  the  past  months,  to  give 
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some  information  in  regard  to  the  ex- 
tent and  character  of  the  medical  work 
in  this  field,  and  especially  in  regard 
to  that  done  in  the  hospital,  but  up  to 
the  present  time  we  have  not  done  so, 
except  in  a very  general  way. 

“I  realize  very  keenly  that  I have 
failed  to  give,  from  time  to  time,  the 
information  necessary  to  keep  the 
friends  at  home  in  as  close  touch  with 
the  work  as  they  should  be,  although 
there  has  been  no  lack  of  good  inten- 
tions on  my  part,  but  for  various 
reasons  they  have  never  materialized ; 
chiefly,  I think,  because  the  work  that 
had  to  be  done  did  not  leave  the  time 
necessary  to  tell  much  about  it. 

“I  am  sure  that,  when  I came  back 
to  the  work,  nearly  two  years  ago,  I 
fully  intended  to  keep  the  home  folks 
posted  in  regard  to  the  things  of  in- 
terest in  the  work ; but  I have  to  con- 
fess that  I have  been  a failure,  as  far 
as  that  has  been  concerned. 

“The  changes  that  four  years  of 
war  had  made  in  this  fair,  but  sin- 
cursed  land,  were  such  as  to  com- 
pletely revolutionize  pre-existing  con- 
ditions. Poverty  and  want  have,  in 
a measure,  always  existed  here;  al- 
though as  we  knew  them  in  former 
days,  they  were  almost  a neglible 
quantity  in  comparison  with  the  more 
terrible  conditions  following  the  war. 

“Want  had  become  almost  uni- 
versal. A starvation  diet,  to  which, 
per  force,  a majority  of  the  popula- 
tion had  been  subjected  during  the 
war  years,  had  so  weakened  them  that 
disease  found  them  ready  and  easy 
victims.  Especially  was  this  true  of 
those  who  had  been  deported  from 
their  homes  and  had  suffered  unusual 
privations. 

“Food,  medicines  and  care  were  all 
needed,  often  beyond  the  ability  of 
those  who  were  facing  these  condi- 
tions to  meet ; and  the  work  to  be  done 
was  limited  only  by  the  endurance  of 
those  undertaking  the  task,  and  the 
means  at  their  command. 

“While  much  has  been  accom- 
plished, the  aftermath  of  these  years 
of  starvation  remains  to  be  dealt  with. 


The  legacy  of  weakened  and  diseased 
constitutions  bequeathed  by  them  will 
long  continue  its  baleful  influence. 

“As  if  the  cruelties  and  sufferings 
encountered  during  the  war  years  had 
not  been  enough,  faction  has  risen 
against  faction  during  the  past  eight- 
een months  all  over  the  country,  with 
the  result  that  village  after  village 
was  burned  and  plundered,  and  those 
that  escaped  with  their  lives  are  to- 
day refugees,  depending  largely  upon 
charity. 

“On  account  of  these  local  disturb- 
ances, much  of  the  work  of  relief  and 
re-habilitation  that  had  been  done 
during  the  first  year  after  the  armis- 
tice failed  to  accomplish  the  antici- 
pated result.  Many  of  these  refugees 
are  still  here  in  Latakia  objects  of 
charity,  living  under  conditions  very 
unfavorable  to  either  their  moral  or 
physical  well-being. 

“With  conditions  such  as  these  ex- 
isting, it  is  not  difficult  to  understand 
that  one’s  time,  and  thought  and 
energy  must  largely  be  expended  in 
efforts  to  give  some  little  measure  of 
relief  to  these  poor  unfortunates, 
whose  every  look  is  an  appeal  to  your 
svmpathy.  The  sick  especially  appeal 
most  strongly  to  one.  The  well  can 
get  along  somehow,  but  sickness  and 
poverty  are  an  ill-mated  pair  that 
cannot  fail  to  touch  the  hardest  heart. 
It  has  seemed  at  times  almost  a mock- 
ery to  give  medicine  to  those  whom 
we  knew  could  not  have  either  proper 
food  or  care. 

“Badly  as  it  was  needed,  we  were 
unable  to  open  up  hospital  work  until 
October,  1920.  Bedding  and  furniture 
that  was  used  or  taken  during  the  war 
had  to  be  replaced,  and  this  could  not 
be  accomplished  at  once.  Within  two 
or  three  days  after  opening,  all  of  the 
twelve  beds  were  filled;  and  during 
the  four  months  that  have  passed  since 
then  we  have  had  no  vacancies  for 
more  than  two  or  three  days  at  a time, 
and  quite  often  have  had  more  appli- 
cants than  we  could  accommodate. 

“Nearly  all  of  our  patients  have 
been  of  the  very  poorest ; most  of  them 
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being  refugees ; and  with  many  of  the 
cases  we  have  had  the  effects  of  star- 
vation to  contend  with  as  well  as  dis- 
ease; but  in  nearly  all,  the  results 
have  been  highly  gratifying.  Owing 
to  the  high  prices  of  everything,  the 
cost  of  maintaining  the  work  has  been 
great ; but  when  results  are  considered 
it  has  been  the  most  economical  way 
in  which  relief  could  be  given,  with 
the  assurance  that  only  those  were 
receiving  it  that  were  in  dire  need. 

“So  much  for  the  advantages  of  this 
work  as  a purely  relief  measure;  but 
there  is  another  side  to  be  considered. 
It  brings  a certain  class  into  closest 
touch  with  the  gospel,  the  majority 
of  whom  could  not  be  reached  by  any 
other  means;  at  least  not  so  effect- 
ually. No  one  who  spends  even  a 
week  or  two  in  the  hospital  can  fail  to 
carry  away  some  seeds  of  truth  that 
may  later  influence  the  whole  life. 

“The  circumstances  are  the  most 
favorable  for  hearing  the  truth ; those 
who  are  sick,  feel  their  need  of  help, 
and  seldom  refuse  to  accept  thank- 
fully whatever  is  done  for  them,  and 
give  a favorable  hearing  to  the  teach- 
ing of  the  truth.  We  have  had  a 
number  of  cases  this  year  that,  al- 
though belonging  to  a class  calling 
themselves  Christian,  were  so  ignor- 
ant of  everything  pertaining  to  Chris- 
tianity that  it  was  with  amazement 
that  they  listened  to  the  teaching,  and 
expressed  their  joy  that  they  had  been 
so  favored  with  an  opportunity  of 
hearing  these  things. 

“I  presume  that  everybody  in  the 
Church  at  home  knows  that  the  ex- 
pense of  this  work  is  not  included  in 
the  Mission  budget,  but  that  it  is  sup- 
ported by  personal  contributions  for 
that  purpose.  Owing  to  the  closing 
of  the  hospital  during  our  absence  in 
America,  this  fund  increased  to  an 
amount  that  warranted  re-opening  the 
work;  but,  unfortunately,  many  of 
those  who  contributed  during  former 
years  ceased  to  do  so  during  the  war ; 
no  doubt  with  the  thought  that  money 
was  not  needed  for  that  purpose  then, 
but  all  the  accumulated  funds  will  not 


more  than  carry  us  through  this  year 
and  the  next,  and  it  remains  to  be 
tested,  whether  or  not  a sufficient 
number  of  people  are  convinced  of 
the  need,  to  that  extent  that  they  are 
willing  to  make  this  work  a success. 
We  appreciate  the  hearty  support  that 
has  been  given  this  work  in  past  years, 
and  believe  that  it  will  continue  to  be 
equally  as  well  supported  in  the 
future,  even  if  it  should  cost  a little 

self-denial  on  the  part  of  some.” 

* * * * 

This  is  Mr.  Edgar’s  letter: 

“It  is  always  a pleasure  to  write 
your  readers  when  we  have  something 
new  and  something  that  will  refresh 
them  and  draw  still  further  and 
deeper  on  their  sympathy  and  conse- 
crated lives. 

“A  short  time  ago  the  native  breth- 
ren in  Latakia  asked  the  Mission  to 
assist  them  in  organizing  themselves 
into  a congregation  with  regular  of- 
ficers from  their  own  number.  This 
was  good  news  to  every  member  of 
the  mission  circle  for  some  of  us  had 
this  in  mind  for  them  for  sometime. 
And  had  even  suggested  this  last  year 
to  a number  of  the  brethren.  Accord- 
ingly at  a recent  gathering  the  Rev. 
Khalil  Awad  preached  a most  appro- 
priate sermon  and  an  election  followed 
in  which  two  elders  were  elected  and 
two  deacons.  The  election  was  car- 
ried through  in  a most  orderly  manner 
and  without  any  evident  spirit  of  op- 
position. All  seemed  happy  in  the 
choice.  The  time  was  then  appointed 
for  the  ordination  and  installation.  So 
on  February  27  we  met  in  the  Latakia 
Church  and,  after  an  exceedingly  ap- 
propriate sermon  by  Rev.  Awad,  the 
court  was  constituted,  after  which  the 
steps  were  narrated  and  the  officers- 
elect  and  congregation  having  given 
their  affirmation  to  their  former  ac- 
tions Rev.  Awad  offered  the  ordina- 
tion prayer.  Thus  by  the  laying  on  of 
the  hands  of  the  members  of  the 
Court,  Najib  Bulad  and  Hanna  Midni 
were  set  apart  as  elders  and  Elias 
Awad  and  Ramez  Haddad  as  deacons. 
Rev.  Awad  then  addressed  the  elders 
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and  S.  Edgar  the  deacons  and  Dr. 
Balph  the  congregation.  After  this 
the  Terms  of  Communion  were  signed 
by  the  newly-ordained  officers  and  a 
warm  welcome  was  tendered  by  the 
people  to  their  new  leaders.  We  here 
rejoice  in  this  new  forward  step.  May 
it  be  part  of  the  Lord’s  answer  to 
your  intercessions  for  sincere  service 
and  deeper  interest  in  the  extension  of 
the  work  and  an  index  of  the  willing- 
ness of  the  people  to  make  a begin- 
ning, at  least,  to  become  self-govern- 
ing and  self-supporting.  We  have 
longed  to  see  the  people  take  a grip 
of  things  themselves  but  in  this  they 
have  been  very  slow.  Perhaps  the 
whole  blame  is  not  to  be  laid  on  them. 
Perhaps  our  faith  was  weak  in  their 
ability,  or  did  we  not  train  them  to 
carry  responsibility  or  have  we  been 
afraid  to  see  things  going  out  of  our 
hands  ? Whatever  has  been  the  reason 
or  different  reasons,  as  a mission  we 
are  from  this  day,  by  the  help  of  the 
Spirit,  going  to  advise  and  counsel 
and  share  more  and  more  with  the 
people  the  things  that  they  ought  to 
do  for  themselves. 

“The  house  was  crowded  at  this 
impressive  service.  We  do  not  know 
how  many  years  have  passed  since  the 
organization  fell  through  because  of 
removals  and  delinquency,  but  we  do 
hope  no  missionary  shall  ever  have  to 
see  a similar  event  in  the  life  of  this 
new  congregation. 

“You  are  all  aware  that  we  have  a 
native  minister,  an  able  man,  edu- 
cated under  Maggie  B.  Edgar,  took 
his  theological  training  under  Dr. 
Stewart,  a man  of  whom  these  work- 
ers may  well  be  proud,  and  a man 
who,  if  spared,  shall  continue  their 
labors  for  many  years  after  their 
public  service  closes.  This  man  we 
are  hoping  to  see  elected  to  the  pas- 
torate here  and  installed  before  Synod. 
When  this  next  great  happening 
occurs  in  our  work  I shall  try  and 
persuade  Dr.  Balph  to  allow  his  pen 
to  tell  you  the  story,  for  he  knows  how 
to  write  history — both  past  and  pres- 
ent— in  a way  to  thrill  you  all. 


“Some  of  our  schools  in  the  moun- 
tains are  this  year  doing  fine  work, 
others  are  just  as  usual  without  any- 
thing special.  But  where  there  are 
signs  of  life  we  rejoice  and  give 
thanks  hoping  this,  too,  is  a part  of 
your  great  Forward  Movement. 

“You  would  all  be  delighted  to  step 
into  our  Hospital  to  see  what  is  being 
done  there  for  the  needy,  and  I know 
if  you  ever  made  this  visit  you  would 
go  away  sorry  that  Dr.  Balph  and  his 
helpers  had  to  be  limited  to  such 
narrow  quarters.  Remember  we  have 
no  special  Hospital  building,  but  the 
basement  of  Dr.  Balph's  house  is  the 
Hospital  quarters.  I have  long  main- 
tained that  the  Church  at  home  owes 
it  to  this  place  to  give  us  a building 
worthy  of  the  great  gospel  service 
done  in  this  department. 

“Sometimes  we  think  things  are 
quiet  and  all  seems  normal  and  then 
there  is  a fresh  outbreak,  telegraph 
wires  are  cut  and  French  soldiers  are 
attacked  and  then  a new  drive  has  to 
be  made  for  their  defense.  Such 
seems  to  be  the  reconstruction  expe- 
riences of  settling  down  after  the  war. 
But  perhaps  this  is  not  much  worse 
than  labor  strikes,  lynchings  and  what 
not  that  goes  on  in  both  America  and 
Britain.  One  thing  is  evident,  we 
shall  have  no  real  confidence  and 
mutual  help  until  the  great  principles 
for  which  Foreign  Missions  stand  are 
accepted  and  put  into  use  in  every 
land. 

“We  wait  with  deep  interest  these 
days  the  results  of  the  great  Confer- 
ence which  was  to  be  held  this  week 
in  London  in  which  the  Near  East 
question  was  to  have  a prominent 
place.  Indeed  the  past  winter  expe- 
riences around  Mersine,  Tarsus  and 
Adana  prove  that  the  question  is  far 
from  being  settled.  Mustafa  Kemal, 
the  leader  of  the  Turkish  forces  in 
Asia  Minor,  says  he  will  never  give 
up  while  any  foreigners  are  in  Asia 
Minor.  He  has  made  life  miserable 
and  worse  for  the  French  and  for  the 
Greeks.  Some  say  there  is  some  kind 
of  an  understanding  between  him  and 
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the  Italians,  as  they  have  been  more 
leniently  dealt  with.  However,  the 
Allies  in  Constantinople  have  declared 
him  nothing  more  than  a raider,  while 
he  demands  recognition  and  an  Ana- 
tolia unoccupied  by  any  foreign  power. 
He  even  dared  to  send  delegates  to 
the  London  Conference. 

“A  word  in  closing,  all  the  readers 
of  Olive  Trees  will  be  glad  to  know 
that  the  Covenanter  students  in  the 
language  school  stand  high  in  their 
classes,  and  have  won  a warm  place  in 
the  hearts  of  all  their  associates.  Miss 
Kennedy  hopes  to  join  them  in  the 
summer  term.  It  has  meant  much  to 
Miss  Edgar  and  the  Latakia  work  to 
have  her  here  this  winter.” 

* * * * 

CHINA. 

Tak  Hing,  China.  The  Training 
School  reopened  on  Monday,  February 
28.  All  the  old  students  showed  up 
before  the  end  of  the  day,  and  all  but 
one  were  present  for  the  roll  call  in 
the  morning. 

* * * 

A building  situated  at  the  corner 
of  the  deep  pond  two  blocks  west  of 
the  east  gate  of  the  city  was  rented 
for  a girls’  school,  the  contract  being 
for  ten  years.  Capacity,  30  to  35,  or 
possibly  a few  more.  After  being 
whitewashed,  scrubbed,  repaired,  win- 
dows put  in  and  a sign  put  up,  Lai 
P’ooi  Ts’ing  was  installed  as  matron, 
and  Lohi  Koon  Pik  (otherwise  Muk 
Kiu)  as  teacher,  with  Wan  Wai  Kit 
and  Hung  Heung  Wai  as  occasional 
assistants,  school  was  opened  Febru- 
ary 25  with  only  five  pupils.  Monday 
being  a lucky  day  eleven  more  entered, 
and  the  number  is  expected  to  reach 
over  twenty  in  a few  days. 

* * * * 

The  Girls’  School  was  reopened  on 
February  25;  so  far  35  pupils  have 
registered. 

* * * * 

There  are  seven  women  in  the 
Women’s  School.  Two  of  the  Train- 
ing School  students  have  brought  their 
wives  into  school. 


A new  boat  started  up  the  river  on 
the  afternoon  of  March  3.  Miss 
Brownlee  and  Miss  McCracken  and 
two  Biblewomen  expect  to  work  on 
both  sides  of  the  river  from  Tak  Hing 
to  Fung  Tsuen,  a distance  of  thirty 
miles;  they  expect  to  be  gone  about 
three  weeks. 

* * * * 

Rev.  Jesse  C.  Mitchel  writes  on 
March  11  of  an  industrial  feature  of 
the  school  work  at  Tak  Hing: 

‘‘You  probably  know  that  the  Mis- 
sion in  China  owns  about  four  acres 
of  ground  in  Tak  Hing.  Formerly  it 
was  the  custom  to  rent  some  of  it,  and 
part  was  uncultivated.  Last  year  it 
was  all  put  under  cultivation  at  con- 
siderable expense.  This  year  we  are 
trying  the  experiment  of  using  boys 
and  girls  from  poor  homes  (where 
they  have  little  or  no  opportunity  for 
education)  to  cultivate  the  ground  in 
return  for  their  board  and  schooling. 
We  now  have  on  hand  more  than  25 
pupils  who  work  a certain  number  of 
hours  each  day  to  pay  for  their  board. 
We  fear  that  we  can  hardly  expect 
that  the  returns  will  cover  the  ex- 
pense, but  it  is  helping  them  greatly 
to  secure  a little  education.  There  is 
no  want  of  applicants,  which  is  a little 
surprising  to  us,  for  it  has  generally 
been  considered  that  it  is  unbecoming 
for  a student  to  work,  especially  at 
some  of  the  work  which  they  have  to 
do.  Our  problem  now  is  to  find  more 
work.  This  we  hope  to  solve  in  part 
by  having  the  pupils  hull  and  polish 
their  rice  and  caring  for  live  stock. 
We  believe  this  is  a thing  which  is 
needed  very  much  in  Tak  Hing  dis- 
trict, for  it  is  impossible  for  you  to 
imagine  the  poverty  in  which  some  of 
these  boys  and  girls  have  been  raised. 
The  first  thing  that  had  to  be  done  for 
some  of  these  pupils  coming  in  was  to 
buy  clothes  and  bedding,  for  they  had 
practically  none.  We  ask  for  your 
interest  and  especially  your  prayers 
in  this  new  work.” 

* * * * 

‘‘The  silk  worm  season  is  just  be- 
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ginning.  We  are  hoping  to  try  again 
to  produce  eggs  that  are  free  from 
the  disease  which  is  so  prevalent.  Our 
experiment  last  year  was  not  much 
of  a success,  but  we  have  good  hopes 
of  doing  something  this  year.” 


OUR  SCHOOL  FOR  BOYS  AT  TAK 
HING,  CHINA. 

Our  Tak  Hing  boys’  school  began 
the  new  year’s  work  on  February  25. 
We  now  have  the  largest  enrollment 
in  the  history  of  the  school.  Vacant 
seats  are  getting  very  scarce  and  we 
would  like  to  have  a good  American 
carpenter  come  out  and  make  some 
new  seats  and  desks.  We  have  been 
trying  for  the  past  two  months  to  get 
a good  Chinese  carpenter  but  it  seems 
almost  an  impossibility.  When  we  do 
find  one  it  is  very  hard  to  get  him  to 
stick  at  his  job  any  length  of  time. 
There  is  a lot  of  carpentry  work, 
chiefly  repairs,  to  be  done  on  the 
mission  buildings.  We  can  promise  an 
American  carpenter  steady  work  for 
one  year.  Time — eight  hours  a day. 
Wages — unmeasured  gratitude  of  all 
the  missionaries  and  whatever  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  is  willing  to 
give  him.  But  this  is  just  a little  side 
issue.  I started  to  talk  about  the 
school. 

We  have  75  boys,  ages  8 to  20;  34 
are  in  the  boarding  department,  17 
are  in  the  self-help  department,  under 
the  care  of  Mr.  Mitchel.  These  17 
boys  are  doing  manual  work  two  to 
five  hours  a day  in  order  to  pay  their 
way  through  school. 

This  year  we  aim  to  give  the  boys 
five  hours’  instruction  per  week  along 
industrial  lines,  tailoring  and  sewing 
machine  management,  sock  knitting 
and  knitting  machine  management 
and  making  paper  flowers.  We  have 
only  one  knitting  machine,  donated  by 
the  Second  New  York  congregation 
L.  M.  S.  If  anyone  wishes  to  donate 
another  second-hand  sock  or  sweater 
knitting  machine  (a  first-hand  one 
would  be  still  better),  just  wrap  it  up 
in  a common  bank  check  or  post  office 


money  order  and  send  it  direct  by 
mail  or  if  it  must  needs  be  sent  by 
freight  or  express  then  pack  it  in  a 
stout  box  and  address  it  Dr.  E.  J.  M. 
Dickson,  care  of  Rev.  T.  M.  Slater, 
1805  Bellevue  avenue,  Seattle.  You 
see  we  feel  just  as  our  Aged  Peoples’ 
Home  does  about  donations.  We  want 
to  act  in  perfect  harmony  with  the 
Churches’  Budget  System,  but  at  the 
same  time  we  cannot  refuse  to  accept 
donations  of  cold  cash,  cold  hams  or 
jams  or  cold  steel.  And,  by  the  way, 
we  have  just  received  a very  fine 
donation  of  cold  jams  and  jellies  from 
the  Seattle  congregation.  It  was  a 
whole  barrel  full.  One  jar  of  delicious 
quince  jam  passed  into  our  hands  and 
very  soon  passed  out  of  sight.  We 
desire  to  publicly  thank  these  Seattle 
friends  for  their  kind  practical  con- 
sideration for  the  material  well  being 
of  their  fellow-workers  in  China. 

Now  for  the  original  subject,  the 
Boys’  School.  By  the  end  of  the  year 
we  expect  the  boys  to  have  a stock  of 
Chinese  clothes,  socks  and  paper  flow- 
ers for  sale.  The  proceeds  to  go  for 
school  supplies.  If  any  of  our  good 
friends  in  the  home  land  would  like  to 
order  a set  of  Chinese  clothes  we  be- 
lieve we  can  fill  the  order  by  the  end 
of  the  year.  Just  let  us  know  your 
weight,  height,  leg  and  chest  measure- 
ments and  we  will  guarantee  a good 
fit,  and  such  a suit  of  clothes  will  at- 
tract the  attention  of  all  the  fashion 
artists  and  apes  on  New  York’s  Fifth 
avenue  or  Broadway.  We  also  guar- 
antee that  the  clothes  will  be  cut  to 
size  and  made  entirely  by  the  boys  in 
our  school,  not  a cut  or  a stitch  being 
made  by  the  instructor. 

The  boys  are  eager  for  industrial 
instruction  and  training  and  would 
like  to  give  double  the  present  amount 
of  time  to  that  kind  of  work.  We 
would  be  glad  to  give  them  more  time 
if  we  could  find  capable  instructors. 
And  that  brings  us  back  to  our  Ameri- 
can carpenter.  If  he  is  a godly  man 
and,  like  the  Carpenter  of  Nazareth, 
is  willing  to  spend  and  be  spent  for 
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the  Kingdom  of  God’s  sake,  he  might 
be  able  to  work  himself  into  a perma- 
nent job  teaching  carpentry  and  other 
trades  in  our  school.  China  is  much 
in  need  of  good  carpenters.  There  are 
any  number  of  lumber  jacks  who  call 
themselves  carpenters  but  real  good 
carpenters  are  very  scarce. 

Last  Sabbath  we  had  72  boys  at 
Sabbath  School  and  at  the  chapel  serv- 
ice. Only  six  of  them  are  Christians. 
They  all  will  receive  out  of  the  Word 
of  God  that  instruction  which  may 


make  them  wise  unto  salvation.  For 
one  hour  each  day  an  effort  will  be 
made  to  show  them  how  the  Bible  can 
fully  answer  their  three  questions, 
“Who  is  Jesus  Christ?  Where  did  He 
come  from?  Why  did  He  come?”  Our 
longing  desire  is  that  they  all  may 
come  under  the  loving  care  of  the 
Great  Shepherd  of  the  Sheep.  Who 
will  help  us,  in  their  prayer  life,  to 
bear  on  their  hearts  the  burden  of 
these  75  precious  young  souls? 

Julius  A.  Kempf. 


WOMEN’S  DEPARTMENT 


PROGRAM  FOR  BIENNIAL 
MEETING 
of  the 

REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAL 
WOMEN’S  SYNODICAL  MISSION- 
ARY SOCIETY, 

June  9-10,  1921. 

Eighth  Street  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


Joint  Meeting  of  Women’s  Synodical 
and  Forward  Movement. 
Thursday,  June  9,  7.45  P.  M. 
Keynote,  “Co-Operation.” 

Rev.  Delber  H.  Elliot,  Presiding. 
7.45 — Praise  Service. 

Women’s  Choir. 

Leader,  Mrs.  W.  J.  Ward, 
Wilkinsburg,  Pa. 

8.00 — Devotional  Exercises. 

Mrs.  W.  0.  Ferguson, 
Denison,  Kans. 

8.15 — Greetings,  Moderator  of  Synod 
8.30 — Women’s  Responsibility  for 
Forward  Movement  Suc- 
cess. 

Mrs.  Myrta  M.  Dodds, 

Denver,  Colo. 


The  Day  Star  in  the  “Near 
East.” 

Mrs.  A.  J.  McFarland, 
Mersine,  Asia  Minor. 
Announcements.  Adjournment. 
Friday,  June  10. 

Executive  meeting  at  9.00. 
Keynote,  Prayer. 

10.00 — Business  Session.  Motto:  “Dil- 
igent in  Business.” 
Intercessors’  Hour.  Leader, 
Mrs.  Ada  F.  Thompson,  La 
Junta,  Colo. 

10.30 — Praise  Service. 

10.40 — Devotional  Exercises, 

Mrs.  Melville  K.  Carson, 
Sparta,  111. 

10.50 — Business. 

Minutes  of  Executive  Meet- 
ings. 

Reports  of  Officers. 

President,  Mrs.  Myrta  M. 
Dodds. 

Recording  Secretary,  Mrs.  T. 
H.  Acheson. 

Corresponding  Secretary, 
Mrs.  W.  M.  Hutcheson. 
Treasurer,  Mrs.  W.  O.  Fergu- 
son. 


Edited  by  Mrs.  J.  S.  Martin  a id  Mrs.  M.  E.  Metheny, 
College  Hill,  Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 

8.45— 
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11.1 5 — Praise — Psalm. 

Reports  of  Superintendents  (3 
minutes). 

Foreign  Missions, 

Mrs.  T.  M.  Wilson 

Home  Missions, 

Miss  Tillie  McKnight 

Literature, 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Martin 

Temperance, 

Mrs.  Henry  Russell 

Thank-Offering, 

Mrs.  J.  K.  Libby 

Young  Women’s  Missionary 
Societies, 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Harch 

Appointment  of  Committees. 

12.00 — Noontide  Prayer, 

(Some  one  from  Kansas 
Presbytery.) 

Adjournment  for  lunch. 
Friday  Afternoon. , 

Motto,  Progress. 

1.30 — Intercessors’  Hour. 

Leader,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Pritchard, 
New  York. 

2.00 — Praise  Service. 

2.10 — Devotional  Exercises. 

Leader,  Mrs.  T.  H.  Acheson, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

2.20 — Business. 

Reading  of  Minutes. 

Report  of  Nominating  Com- 
mittee. 

Election  of  Officers. 

Report  of  Superintendents 
(continued) . 

Junior — Mrs.  T.  O.  Weir. 

Standard  of  Efficiency — Mrs. 
James  Carson. 

Plan  of  Work  Board,  Mrs.  E. 
C.  Wylie. 

Report  of  Committees. 

Budget,  Service  Flag. 

Uniform  Program,  Resolu- 
tions, etc.,  etc. 

Open  Forum,  Methods  of 
Work.  Leader,  Mrs.  E.  M. 
George,  Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 

Reading  of  Minutes. 

Closing  Prayer  by  the  Presi- 
dent. 

Mrs.  E.  H.  Crooks. 

Chairman  of  Program  Committee. 


“KEEP  PRAYING.” 

“Our  intercession  must  mean  cast- 
ing ourselves  in  with  the  eternal  pur- 
pose of  the  Father  for  his  children, 
laying  hoid  on  God.”— H.  E.  Fosdick. 

“Tne  Church  has  not  yet  discover- 
ed, still  less  begun  to  realize,  the  lim- 
itless possibilities  of  intercession. 
Every  other  consideration  and  plan 
and  emphasis  is  secondary  to  that  of 
wielding  tne  forces  of  prayer.” 

God  in  his  infinite  plan  gives  to  his 
children  the  possibility  of  limitless 
power  to  advance  his  kingdom — the 
power  to  be  attained  by  united,  pre- 
vailing prayer. 

Now  tnat  the  time  is  drawing  near 
for  the  first  biennial  meeting  of  the 
Women  s Synodical  Missionary  Soci- 
ety intercessors  are  interceding  in  re- 
sponse to  the  two  calls  for  prayer, 
previously  sent  fortn.  Believing  in 
tne  God's  promises  let  us  implore  him 
daily.  May  we  not  limit  his  blessings 
upon  our  meeting  because  we  pray 
not. 

While  you  pray,  plan  to  come  to 
the  meeting.  It  is  your  meeting.  Great 
responsibility  rests  upon  the  women 
of  the  Covenanter  Church  to  help  in 
“The  Forward  Movement”  in  its 
every  department  of  activity. 

Plans  are  being  carefully  and  pray- 
erfully made  by  the  various  commit- 
tees as  they  look  forward  to  a large 
attendance  at  Synod  and  the  Women’s 
Synodical  meeting.  Let  us  not  disap- 
point them. 

For  the  sake  of  Him  who  was 
woman’s  best  friend  let  us  “Keep 
Praying”  that  he  may  reveal  his  plans 
to  us. 

Myrta  May  Dodds, 
Denver,  Colo. 


Let  a man  try  faithfully,  manfully, 
to  be  right;  he  will  grow  daily  more 
and  more  right. — Carlyle. 

* * * * 

Happiness  escapes  the  man  who 
runs  after  it.  It  overtakes  the  man 
who  tries  to  make  others  happy. 
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ATTENTION  ! 

A call  to  the  Woman  of  Pittsburgh 
Presbyterial  Societies.  Have  you  ap- 
pointed your  delegates  to  represent 
you  in  the  thirty-sixth  annual  conven- 
tion of  the  Women’s  Missionary  So- 
cieties, to  be  held  in  Parnassus  R.  P. 
Church,  May  31  and  June  1? 

If  you  have  not,  then  act  at  once.  A 
strong  program  has  been  completed 
and  will  be  full  of  interest  from  begin- 
ning to  end.  Consideration,  the  key- 
note of  the  convention,  will  be  struck 
in  the  devotional  exercises  of  the 
opening  session,  to  be  held  at  1.30. 

The  interesting  and  much-needed 
theme,  “Americanization,”  work 
among  the  foreign  women  of  Pitts- 
burgh, will  be  presented  with  great 
force.  The  Juniors  will  feature  a 
missionary  exercise,  also  a thank-of- 
fering service.  A symposium  on  the 
subiect,  “Preparing  Recruits  for  the 
Mission  Field,”  will  be  conducted  by 
Mrs.  R.  C.  Colwell,  Superintendent  of 
Young  Women’s  Missionary  Societies. 
The  rebuilding  of  a broken-down 
world  presents  an  urgent  demand  for 
the  investment  of  youth,  vigor  and 
grace  in  the  mission  fields. 

One  of  the  most  enjoyable  features 
of  the  evening  session  will  be  the 
Thank-Offering  service  conducted  by 
Mrs.  T.  H.  Acheson,  President-Secre- 
tary of  Thank-Offering.  The  recom- 
mendation from  the  Synodical  T.  0. 
Secretary,  Mrs.  J.  K.  Tibby,  is  that  the 
thank-offering  of  all  societies  be  used 
to  pay  the  salaries  of  our  women  mis- 
sionaries. The  Presbyterial  offering 
last  year,  $1828.  Why  not  $2000  or 
more  this  year?  May  His  love  con- 
strain us  .to  give  bountifully.  Come 
prepared  to  give. 

Dr.  E.  J.  M.  Dickson,  our  mission- 
ary to  China,  will  deliver  his  stereop- 
ticon  lecture  on  China  from  scenes 
taken  in  the  active  work  of  the  field. 
Every  one  will  be  not  only  pleased  but 
inspired. 

Before  entering  into  the  business 
of  the  closing  session  Wednesday 
morning  the  climax  of  the  Convention 


will  be  reached  in  a consecrational 
devotional  service,  in  which  the  dele- 
gates from  each  society  will  partici- 
pate by  Scripture,  Psalm,  prayer  or 
testimony. 

This  Presbyterial  meets  at  a very 
opportune  time  and  will  be  an  excel- 
lent preliminary  to  the  Biennial  Syn- 
odical which  assembles  a week  later. 
Do  not  fail  to  remember  that  10 
o’clock  each  Thursday  morning  is  the 
hour  set  for  united  prayer  that  God 
may  bless  this  gathering. 

Mrs.  J.  S.  McGaw. 

* * * * 

JUNIOR  DEPARTMENT. 

By  Mary  McWilliams. 

Twenty  Reasons  Why  Children  Should 
Be  Early  Interested  in  Missions. 

1.  It  is  Christ-like  to  be  early  en- 

gaged in  the  Father’s  business. 

2.  To  fulfill  Christ’s  commission, 

“Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and 
preach  the  gospel  to  every  crea- 
ture” is  the  great  work  of  the 
church.  Teach  this  truth  to 
children. 

3.  Many  of  the  most  noted  mission- 

aries became  interested  in  the 
evangelization  of  the  heathen 
early  in  life;  for  example,  David 
Brainard,  our  own  Mrs.  Sarah 
B.  Dales  Lansing  and  others. 

4.  Missions  are  the  chief  end  of  the 

Church’s  existence.  Why  should 
any  child  of  the  Church  grow 
old  before  becoming  interested 
therein? 

5.  Before  the  age  of  12  or  14  a child 

commits  easily  and  therefore 
stores  away  in  his  mind  what 
shapes  his  beliefs  and  actions  in 
after  life.  Have  one  corner  of 
the  mind  filled  with  facts  con- 
cerning missions. 

6.  After  the  age  of  12  or  14  school 

studies  and  social  life  make 
such  demand  upon  children  that 
their  minds  are  turned  away 
from  church  work,  unless  the 
heart  is  won  before  that  time, 
able  social  amusements  of  this 
age. 
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Have  the  heart  filled  with  love 
for  Christ  and  missions. 

7.  Childhood  is  the  best  time  to  form 

the  habit  of  systematic  giving. 

8.  The  boys  and  girls  of  today  will 

soon  control  the  pocketbooks  of 
the  church.  Teach  them  now 
to  open  their  hearts  and  hands 
toward  God. 

9.  The  boys  of  the  church  will  soon 

hold  the  offices  in  the  church 
and  direct  her  finances.  It  is 
needful  that  they  be  filled  with 
the  mission  spirit. 

10.  Children  trained  to  work  for  and 

give  to  missions  are  likely  to  be- 
come more  useful  and  generous 
as  they  grow  older. 

11.  The  work  of  missionaries  is  large- 

ly with  the  youth  of  every  land. 

12.  The  name  “missionary  society”  is 

a constant  reminder  of  the  com- 
mission of  Jesus.  The  name  it- 
self is  a teacher  and  does  teach. 

13.  Through  this  society  we  can  reach 

many  in  the  homes  of  the  un- 
converted and  bring  many 
needy  ones  to  Christ. 

14.  Children  who  begin  in  earliest 

youth  to  send  to  the  Christless, 
God’s  precious  truth,  will  never 
have  to  be  converted  to  mis- 
sions. 

15.  It  so  broadens  the  intellectual  and 

spiritual  horizon  as  to  make  our 
children  forever  interested  in 
all  lines  of  Christian  effort. 

16.  Because  it  creates  a missionary 

spirit  which  may  lead  into 
active  service  in  the  mission 
fields. 

17.  Solomon  says:  “Train  up  a child 

in  the  way  he  should  go  and 
when  he  is  old  he  will  not  de- 
part from  it.”  Mission  work  is 
no  exception. 

18.  Children  who  are  interested  in 

missionary  literature  will  have 
no  desire  for  the  trashy  litera- 
ture of  the  day. 

19.  Children  taught  to  pray,  plan  and 

give  for  missions  will  have  no 
time  to  engage  in  the  question- 


20.  Because  Christ’s  command  is, 
“Feed  My  Lambs.” 

(Compiled  by  Mrs.  N.  Wylie  Ste- 
venson, Junior  Secretary  of  the  Wom- 
en’s General  Missionary  Society  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church,  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.) 


“LIFT  UP  YOUR  EYES  AND 
LOOK.” 

Jesus  sat  one  day  by  the  well  at 
Sychar.  He  was  worn  and  weary ; he 
saw  in  men  of  his  day  a lack  of  vision. 
He  saw  a coldness  and  indifference,  a 
lack  of  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
others  and  said  to  his  disciples,  “Lift 
up  your  eyes  and  look  on  the  fields, 
for  they  are  white  already  to  har- 
vest.” The  plain  application  of  these 
words  of  Jesus  is  this,  that  a real, 
earnest,  intelligent,  sympathetic  look 
upon  the  needs  of  the  unsaved  world 
is  Christ’s  cure  for  any  coldness,  in- 
difference or  lack  of  interest  in  the 
salvation  of  souls  that  are  perishing 
round  about  us  every  day  and  every 
hour.  “Where  there  is  no  vision,  the 
people  perish.” 

If  Christian  men  and  women  any- 
where today  are  inactive,  indifferent 
or  unconcerned  about  the  world’s 
need,  it  is  because  they  do  not  see. 
W'ho  are ‘the  prophets  that  came  with 
their  messages  each  for  his  age? 
Moses,  “endured,  as  seeing  him  who 
is  invisible.”  Saul  of  Tarsus,  on  the 
Damascus  road,  saw  Jesus  Christ,  and 
out  of  that  vision  came  a power  of 
manhood  that  has  thrown  itself  bene- 
ficently across  twenty  centuries. 
Luther  in  the  prison  cell  had  a vision 
of  the  spiritual,  and  out  of  it  came 
the  Protestant  Reformation,  with  all 
its  forces  of  liberty  and  progress  and 
enterprise.  Isaiah,  the  lofty  prophet 
of  the  Old  Testament,  tells  us  that  one 
day  he  saw  the  Lord,  and  no  sooner 
did  he  get  this  lofty  vision  of  that 
Divine  presence  that  filled  the  temple, 
than  he  also  saw  himself.  And  after 
a vision  of  God  and  a vision  of  self  he 
immediately  became  a volunteer. 
“Here  am  I,  send  me.”  And  so  back 
of  all  emancipation  and  reforms,  back 
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of  all  patriotism  and  philanthropies, 
back  of  all  benefactions  and  benevo- 
lences, yes,  back  of  all  invention  and 
discovery  as  well  as  missionary  socie- 
ties is  that  prolific  mother  we  call 
vision. 

We  shall  then  attain  the  missionary 
spirit  when  we  see  with  proper  vision. 
Some  one  has  said  that  the  church  is 
not  in  the  world  to  make  men  scien- 
tists, although  she  has  always  been 
the  friend  of  scientific  investigation. 
The  church  is  not  in  the  world  to 
make  men  philosophers,  altohugh  she 
teaches  the  best  philosophy.  The 
church  is  not  here  to  organize  gov- 
ernments and  write  constitutions,  al- 
though we  believe  the  church  teaches 
the  wisest  political  action.  The 
church  is  here  to  obey  her  Captain’s 
orders — to  preach  the  gospel  to  save 
men  and  nations,  to  emancipate  from 
spiritual  bondage,  break  prison  bolts, 
soothe  human  pain;  in  short,  to  turn 
the  human  race  out  of  the  pathway  of 
sin  into  the  pathway  of  holiness 
and  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives 
through  the  Great  Divine  deliverer 
even  Jesus  Christ. 

A young  man  was  once  employed 
as  a grinder  in  one  of  the  world’s 
famous  artist’s  shops.  This  young 
man  soon  showed  remarkable  talent 
and  ability.  His  friends  endeavored 
to  persuade  him  to  establish  a studio 
of  his  own,  assuring  him  that  he  could 
command  larger  sums  for  his  work. 
The  young  man  refused,  saying,  I will 
stay  right  here  until  I catch  the  spirit 
of  my  master,  then  I know  I shall  be 
able  to  paint.  That  is  just  what  we 
need.  We  will  never  be  able  to  go  out 
into  the  world  and  do  as  Jesus  would 
have  us  do  until  we  catch  the  spirit 
of  the  Master. 

“Lift  up  your  eyes  and  look”  and 
let  your  eyes  sweep  over  China’s  400 
million,  India’s  300  million,  Africa’s 
148  million,  South  America’s  38  mil- 
lion and  Oceanica’s  49  million  and 
realize  as  best  you  can  the  reality  of 
the  fact  that  there  are  hundreds  of 
millions  of  these  who  have  never 


heard  the  gospel,  have  not  had  one 
ray  of  divine  hope  ever  to  penetrate 
their  darkened  souls.  “Lift  up  your 
eyes  and  look.”  About  us  are  repre- 
sentatives of  all  people  that  dwell  on 
the  earth.  In  all  the  world  no  mission 
field  can  be  found  like  this.  It  is  not 
a nation  consisting  of  40  millions  of 
the  same  race,  language  and  customs, 
but  a mixed  population  of  more  than 
40  different  races  and  languages. 
There  are  many  millions  at  home  and 
abroad  who  are  unevangelized  and 
are  looking  to  us  to  carry  His  gospel 
to  them.  Can  we  look  upon  their  need ; 
can  we  contemplate  their  present  and 
future  condition  unmoved?  Look 
upon  the  waste  and  ruin  wrought  in 
this  world  by  sin.  Look  upon  a soul- 
suffering and  sin-cursed  humanity, 
then  catch  the  Master’s  spirit  and  lay 
hold  upon  the  means  and  opportuni- 
ties for  service  and  with  faith  and 
courage,  go  out,  and  send  out  to  as- 
sist in  making  all  things  new  and 
glorious.  When  the  need  and  oppor- 
tunity are  set  before  us,  then  the  offer 
of  service  should  be  made,  for  we  are 
not  to  be  disobedient  to  the  heavenly 
vision.  Our  lives  are  then  joined  to 
God’s  plan  in  bringing  about  the  vic- 
tory of  redemption.  And  what  a glori- 
ous triumph  that  will  be.  What  a 
spectacle  is  seen  in  the  new  heaven 
and  new  earth.  What  splendor  and 
joy  in  the  new  Jerusalem!  What  a 
sight  to  behold  that  “Great  multitude 
which  no  man  can  number  out  of  every 
nation  and  of  all  tribes  and  peoples 
and  tongues,  standing  before  the 
throne  and  before  the  Lamb,  arrayed 
in  white  robes  and  palms  in  their 
hands,  and  they  cry  with  a great  voice 
saying,  “Salvation  unto  our  God  who 
sitteth  on  the  throne  and  unto  the 
Lamb.”  Jesus  Christ  came  into  the 
world  to  “seek  and  to  save  that  which 
was  lost.”  And  when  parting  with 
his”disciples  again,  He  said,  “As  my 
Father  sent  me  even  so  send  I you.” 
Mrs.  G.  N.  Greer, 
Santa  Ana,  Calif. 


FOREIGN  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  SYNOD  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRES.  CHURCH 


Latakia,  Syria. 

Rev.  James  S.  Stewart,  D.  D.  fur?onuell 

Mrs.  James  S.  Stewart though 

Rev.  Samuel  Edgar 

Mrs.  Samuel  Edgar  

J.  M.  Balph,  M.  D 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Balph 

Miss  Maggie  B.  Edgar 

Miss  Annie  L.  Kennedy 

Mersine,  Asia  Minor. 

Rev.  Robert  E.  Willson 

Mrs.  Robert  E.  Willson 

Rev.  Andrew  J.  McFarland  fur?0nugh 
Mrs.  Andrew  J.  McFarland  fur?0nUgh 

John  Peoples,  M.  D • • • furlough 

Mrs.  John  Peoples  

Miss  M.  Elma  French 

Language  School,  Beirut,  Syria 

Miss  Mary  E.  Shanks 

Miss  Elizabeth  McElroy 

Lamaca,  Cyprus 

Rev.  Alvin  W.  Smith 

Mr.  Ernest  V.  Tweed 

Nicosia,  Cyprus 

Calvin  McCarroll,  M.  D 

Mrs.  Calvin  McCarroll  

Tak  Hing  Chau,  West  River, 
South  China 

Rev.  A.  I.  Robb,  D.  D 

Mrs.  A.  I.  Robb 


Rev.  J.  K.  Robb fur?0“ufll 

Mrs.  J.  K.  Robb 

Rev.  Julius  A.  Kempf 

Mrs.  Julius  A.  Kempf 

Kate  W.  McBurney,  M.  D 

Miss  Mary  R.  Adams 

Miss  Rose  A.  Huston 

Miss  Nellie  A.  Brownlee 

Rev.  Jesse  C.  Mitchel 

Mrs.  Jesse  C.  Mitchel 

Miss  Lilian  J.  McCracken 

Do  Sing,  West  River,  South  China 

Rev.  R.  C.  Adams  

Mrs.  R.  C.  Adams 

Canton  Medical  Missionary  Union, 
Canton,  South  China 

James  M.  Wright,  M.  D 

Mrs.  James  M.  Wright 

Lo  Ting,  Via  Canton,  South  China 
E.  J.  M.  Dickson,  M.  D. 

Mrs.  E.  J.  M.  Dickson 

Miss  Jean  M.  Barr 

Rev.  William  M.  Robb 

Mrs.  William  M.  Robb 

Miss  Ella  Margaret  Stewart 

Miss  Jennie  M.  Dean 

Miss  M.  Edna  Wallace,  M.  D 


HOME  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRESRYTERIAN  CHURCH 


Indian  Mission,  Apache,  Okla. 

Rev.  W.  W.  Carithers,  Superintendent. 

Miss  Inez  Wickerham 

Miss  Ellen  Wilson 

Miss  Irene  McMurtry 

Miss  Mae  Allen 

Mission  of  the  Covenant,  800  South  6th  St., 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

THss  Annie  Forsyth 
Miss  Emma  M.  McFarland 

Volunteers 

Miss  Anna  Thompson 
Miss  Isabel  McFarland 
Miss  Margaret  Johnston 
Mr.  Robert  Crawford 
Mr.  Samuel  Jackson 
Mr.  Melville  Pearce 
Miss  Anna  Thompson 

The  Cameron  Society  of 
the  Second  Chur." 


Southem  Mission,  Selma,  Ala. 

Rev.  G.  A.  Edgar,  Superintendent 
Miss  Minnie  L.  Wilson,  Principal 
Miss  Veda  Twinam,  High  School 
Mrs.  C.  E.  Brooks,  Grammar  School 
Miss  Mary  Wilson,  Sixth  Grade 
Miss  Laura  Weir,  Fifth  Grade 
Mrs.  M.  I.  Robb,  Fourth  Grade 
Miss  Jennie  Smith,  Third  Grade 
Miss  E.  A.  Martin,  Second  Grade 
Miss  Elsie  McGee,  Primary 
Miss  Mary  E.  Fowler,  Girls'  Indus.  Dept. 
Prof.  Theo.  B.  Lee,  Boys’  Indus.  Dept. 
Miss  Sophie  Kingston,  East  Selma 
Mrs.  Lila  Craig,  East  Selma 
Mrs.  Louise  Kynette,  Pleasant  Grove 
Miss  Ella  Hays,  Home  Visitor 
Mrs.  E.  0.  Senegal,  Home  Visitor 
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Board  of  Foreign  Missions  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 


President 

S.  A.  STERRETT  METHENY,  M.  D.,  6i7  N.  43d  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Vice-  Pc  si dc  ?i  t 

J.  C.  McFEETERS,  D.  D.,  1719  Mt.  Vernon  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa- 

Second  Vice-President 
R.  J.  BOLE,  170  Broadway,  New  York 
Corresponding  Secretary 

FINDLEY  M.  WILSON,  D.  D.,  2410  N.  Marshall  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Recording  Secretary 

F.  M.  FOSTER,  Ph.  D.,  305  W.  29th  St.,  New  York  City. 

^ Treasurer 

JOSEPH  M.  STEELE  1600  Arch  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Transportation  Agent 

SAMUEL  R.  BOGGS,  Kensington  Avenue  and  Ontario  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


POST  OFFICE  ADDRESSES  OF  TREASURERS 

Syrian  Mission,  Mission  in  China,  Mission  of  The  Covenant  and  Church  Erection — 
Mr.  Joseph  M.  Steele,  1600  Arch  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Domestic  Mission;  Southern  Mission  ; Indian  Mission ; Testimony  Bearing  Sustentation; 
Theological  Seminary;  Ministers’,  Widows'  and  Orphans’  Fund;  Literary,  Students’  Aid; 

National  Reform — Mr.  J.  S.  Tibby,  411  Penn  Building.  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Aged  People’s  Home — Mrs.  Agnes  C.  Steele,  139  S.  Highland  Ave.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


EVANGELICAL  AND  NON-SECTARIAN 

THE  SUHDAY  SCHOOL  WORLD 

Under  the  treatment  of  each  lesson  will  be  found 

The  Lesion  Approached  In  Young  People’s  and  Adult  Classes 

The  Lesson  Outlined  In  Junior  Classes 

The  Lesson  Explained  and  Applied  In  Primary  Classes 

Through  Oriental  Eyes  For  the  Superintendent 

Illustrations  from  Life 

Publisned  monthly,  48  pages  and  cover.  Single  copy,  $1.00  per  year:  9 cents  for  one  month. 

To  schools,  in  clubs  of  three  or  more  copies  sent  to  one  address,  80  cents  each  per  year;  gi  cents 
each  for  three  months.  Subscriptions  may  begin  with  any  month.  Send  to 

American  Sunday-School  Union,  1 £ ,V n aa e fp  h "«£ V> ® * * 


TELEPHONE:  0785  MORNINGSIDE 

ROBERT  L.  MoGLBflN 

Und&rtakbr  and  Embalmbr 

369  WE.ST  II6th  STREET, 

NE>W  YORK 

JAMES  S.  TIBBY  SvIlding  - Pittsbvirg,  Pa. 

SELLS  THE  FOLLOWING  COVENANTER  LITERATURE 

PSALM  BOOKS  (old  and  new  versions),  TESTIMONY, 

BOOK  OF  DISCIPLINE,  MINUTES  OF  SYNOD,  CON- 
FESSION OF  FAITH,  CATECHISMS,  TALES  OF 
COVENANTERS,  POETS  and  POETRY,  ROMANISM 
ANALYZED,  HISTORY  OF  THE  TRIAL,  1891 
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